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ment had shown," etc. The German (p. 418) seems to mean the reverse 

of the last statement. ■ ■ Sie (PkilosoJ/kie) versenhte sick verstandnissvoll 

auch in das, was die Aufklarung von sick gewiesen katte," i. e., philosophy 

intelligently adopted that which the enlightenment had discarded. The 

enlightenment had neglected that very "historical universality" which 

the new philosophy with keener insight is said to have embraced. 

Albert Lefevke. 
Cornell University. 

Moral et education. Par P.-F£lix Thomas. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1899. — 

pp. vi, 168. 

This book is an excellent introduction to the study of contemporary 
French ideals. The author does not himself appear as a prophet, but as 
the charitable critic and expositor of all that miscellany of propagandists 
that distract the Parisian public. Although the volume is in form a col- 
lection of essays, there is a discernible unity among them. The nine- 
teenth century movement in science and art brought with it certain at- 
tempts to readjust moral ideals, and to make them more conformable to 
the new thought. These fin de sfecle philosophies of life are reviewed and 
examined by Professor Thomas, mainly with a view to discovering their 
educational value, and effect upon the general morality. The criticism is 
not profound, but sane and conservative. 

As respects the general relation between science and morality, Professor 
Thomas concludes that although science is morally instructive by virtue of 
its spirit and method, and beneficent in its destruction of superstition, it is 
nevertheless incapable of affording a sufficient ground for morality. This is 
due primarily to the fact that science is quantitative, while morality is qual- 
itative ; but the inadequacy of science as a basis for life is further demon- 
strated by its failure to provide for either freedom or obligation. The 
author's criticism of La morale sans liberie is along traditional lines, 
while his criticism of La morale sans obligation, is more interesting on 
account of its treatment of Guyau's Esquisse d'une morale sans obligation 
ni sanction. This latter theory, defining duty in terms of the natural 
expansion of life, fails because its purely quantitative terms cannot account 
for ' higher and lower,' and its failure signifies the failure of the general 
naturalistic ethics, of which it is the best representative. 

But science has contributed very essentially to political and social morality 
in demonstrating clearly and unmistakably the solidarity of mankind. 
Professor Thomas thinks that the exponents of solidarisme overreach 
themselves, when they try to account for duty in terms of the debt of the 
individual to the society which has begotten and endowed him ; for many 
individuals are the creditors rather than the debtors of society. But even 
the most idealistic theory of morality teaches that the true welfare of one is 
inseparable from the true welfare of all, and no educational system will be 
complete which does not instill in the child a sense of his community of 
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interest with all men. Over and against the solidarisme presented in 
theory by such writers as Leroux, Marion, Gide, Izoulet, Payot, and 
Bourgeois, there is a general movement in the direction of individualisme. 
In the chapter bearing this title, there is to be found an analysis of the 
French character that forms the most interesting part of the book. There 
is undoubtedly, Professor Thomas thinks, a tendency to individualism which 
manifests itself in the irreverence of children , the friction between employers 
and employed, the competitive and aggressively critical spirit of scholars, and 
the general egoism of men in their daily living. But there is an equally strong 
tendency in the other direction, manifesting itself in the fonctionnarisme , 
the general preference of men for the monotonous and formal routine of 
official life. Individualism in France, unlike that in Germany, England, 
and America, is a manner of thought rather than a manner of conduct, and 
affects the imagination rather than the will. The Frenchman, most ambi- 
tious and original in his dreams, is most conventional in his vocation. He 
sticks to his bureau, with its quiet security and promise of permanent liveli- 
hood, while commerce and colonization decline on account of his lack of 
enterprise and initiative. The author finds this to be due in part to an 
educational system that is too protective. He would have an early appeal 
to the child's own resources, and the cultivation of a practical independence 
and sense of responsibility. There should always be inculcated along with 
the consciousness of solidarity, "a living and profound sense of per- 
sonality. ' ' 

Other chapters deal entertainingly with the French pessimism of the last 
generation, aesthetic morality, dilettantism, and, rigorism. The volume is 
concluded with a chapter maintaining against Tolstoi the need and possi- 
bility of moral education. The book as a whole reminds one anew of the 
Frenchman's power of analysis, and his habit of applying it to his own 
national moods. But in this case, at least, no one can for a moment doubt 
the author's earnestness and good judgment. 

Ralph Barton Perry. 
Smith College. 

Allgemeine Aesthetik. Von Jonas Cohn. Leipzig, verlag von Wilhelm 

Engelmann, 1901. — pp. x, 293. 

The object of this work is stated ( Vorwort, III) to be the unfolding in its 
general outline of the system of aesthetics as a critical science of worth. It 
builds consciously on the philosophical rather than on the empirical. Into 
what is now known as ' exact ' aesthetics, or the sociological aesthetics of 
Guyau, Hennequin, and Tarde, Dr. Cohn does not enter to any appreciable 
extent. Indeed, he seems to be unaware of these movements and their 
important results. 

The task of general aesthetics, the systematic arrangement of the data, 
(p. 8), can be pursued from the threefold point of view of psychology, 
sociology, and history, whose scientific implications in their philosophical 



